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Ethnography and Geography of the Sub-Himalayas. 


Extract of a letter from B. H. Hodgson, Esq. to Capt. Canningham, Tibet 

I have now the pleasure to send you the specimen of the Khas lan- 
guage of the eastern Sub-Himalayas, from the Kali to the Tishta. It 
is, you see, a strangely mongrel tongue in these parts, and I suspect 
it is not less, but more, so in the western parts, or where you are. 
There are nevertheless traces of a primitive speech, though the present 
list of words,—a bad one, by the way—shows them ill. But it must be 
confessed that (me judice) no summary vocabulary can exhibit an ade- 
quate sample of any language whatever as to whose vocables there be 
room for doubts looking to proximate tongues. I prefer therefore in 
such investigations the ample style of research which my Essay on 
the Kéch, Bédé and Dhimél exhibits, and which I am preparing to send 
you a copy of, so soon as I can get one duly corrected, for the errors 
of the press are very many. But, though that be the true model, yet I 
suspect it will prove too weighty for general adoption, and therefore I 
am anxious that the more summary one sent you already, and which 
has now been applied to some 40 tongues, should meet with favour 
and be the means of enabling us to make a general comparison of all 
the Aborigines from Cape Comorin to the snows. I have sent copies 
to Newbold, Elliot of Madras, Jenkins of Assam, Ouseley, Sleeman, 
your namesake of Bhopél, &c. &c. And I have already got a few aud 
am promised more fillings-up from the several aboriginal tongues with- 
in reach of my numerous correspondents. I hope you will not be 
behind hand but send me the Garhwali and upper Kanfveri, and any 
other dialects of vour parts which are not of Sanscrit origin, whether 
the people speaking them dwell towards the snows, like the Garhwilis, 
or towards the plains, like the Thérds and Boksars, or midway, like the 
Helots (Doms) of Kumaon. All and any such (which are clearly not 
Prékrits, or of the Indo-Germanic stock) will be welcome to me. I have 
now residing with me Doctor Hooker, an accomplished Botanist and 
master also of all the other branches of science at all allied to, or cal- 
culated to throw light on Botany. He will stay with me for the next 
6 months. He is much taken with my skeleton of the physical geo- 
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graphy of Tibet and the Himélayan region, and he and I want you 
and other friends in the Norwest, to let us know what you think of 
this skeleton, and to help us to amend and fill it up before we com- 
mence a serious project we have on the tapis, viz. disposing all the 
plants and animals according to their territorial arrangement, and thus 
demonstrating its utility and value. Here is the outline :— 

Lengthwise division of the Sub-Himflayas into basins— 

1. Alpine basin of the Indus. 
Alpine basin of the Ganges. 
Alpine basin of the Karnéli. 
Alpine basin of the Gandak. 
Alpine basin of the Kési. 
Alpine basin of the Tishta. 

7. Alpine basin of the Dihong. 

I suppose this series of basins to be formed by the pre-eminent snowy 
peaks, and I have perfect proof that such is the fact in Nepal, where 
Dhoulagiri, Gosainthén and Kanchan form most precise deltizers of 
the very perfect deltic basins of that part of the mountains, I cannot 
however so well find deltizing peaks W. and E. of Nepal. I want you 
to help me in that search, and also to say if you think practical utility 
would be forwarded by additional basins? and if the physiognomy of 
the western hills requires or sanctions a separation of the basins of the 
Sutlege from the Indus, or of the Jamna from the Ganges? Remem- 
ber however always that though it be interesting to show the cause of 
the series of Sub-Him4layan basins, yet the series may be good though 
the cause be bad. Therefore look for causative snowy peaks, but don’t 
reject the deltic basins because you find them not, or not all of them, 
or even some peaks that seem to confifct with the theory. Next we 
have the transverse or breadthwise division of the Sub-Himélayas into 
the following series, primarily triple, but in whole quinary, thus :— 

Breadthwise climatic division— 


2. fe 


Miles. 
1. Northern region, or Cachfr, ........00-ccececerecs 30 
2. Central Tep0njii ices ccae oe wse ie adeseeeasaas. 30 
Subdivided into Lower 
3. Lower region, .........- bills,...... I-10 39 


Forest, ..... . 210 
Tarai, ....... 3—10 
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Extent,.... cc cowecccsceccse.. Hlevation. 


1. 30 miles, ) Crest of snows to (16 to 10,000 above sea. 
2. 30 miles, verge of true< 10 to 3000 above sea. 
3. 30 miles, J plains. 3000 to 1000* above sea. 


Subdivisions of 3, each 10 miles in extent. 

Such is the scheme for giving a convenient nomenclature to the topo- 
graphy of these mountains, based on their true physiognomy and climate. 
A better judge of its apparent value could not be than Dr. Hooker, and 
he feels as much confidence as I do, after much examination of maps 
compared with the results of my personal knowledge, that the apparent 
and the real values will prove, in this case, one. So that nomenclative 
convenience will go hand in hand with a solid and considerable accession 
to physical Geography. 

And now my feeble state, the consequence of a severe attack of ill- 
ness, warns me to pause for the present, though your very interesting 
letter tempts me to dilate on some of the numerous topics thereof. I 
can only say at present that [ congratulate you on your discoveries. 

Notse.—The Khas are undoubtedly one of the aboriginal tribes of 
these mountains, however much the traces of their origin may be 
obscured by intermixture with the Arian Hindus. And accordingly 
we find the Khas, like the Kird4ntis, mentioned in.the Puréns and in 
classical authors as barbarian tenants of the Sub-Himalayas. The 
Khas, however, welcomed the Hindu immigrants into these moun- 
tains at a very early period, and soon became so intermixed with the 
Bréhmanical and Kshatriya tribes (the genuine Arians) that all physi- 
cal or lingual traces of their aboriginal lineage are now much weakened 
or obliterated. And as they have become, since the predominance of the 
Gorkhali dynasty in Nepal, thg dominant race in a Hindu kingdom, 
they are themselves very anxious that those few traces should remain 
unnoticed, But no one practised in Ethnological researches can fail to 
discern the aboriginal and Mongolian origin of the Khas in their forms 
and faces: nor does their language, how much Pr&kritized soever want 
some vestiges of that origin, though the following list of words is not 
happy in the exhibition of them. All Khas gentlemen in Nepal parade 
a Rajptit origin, and it is no doubt true that by the father’s side very 


* Assumed plain level. But it varies from 1200 to 250 between N. W. and S. E. 
extremes. We must take the plain level and correct for it. The elevations, as limits, 
of course refer to organic life in Zoology and Botany. 
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many of them are descended from Brahmans or Kshatriyas of the 
plains. But their mixed lineage is undoubted, and it is therefore the 
more remarkable that the rank and privileges of the 2d order of Hin- 
duism have been conceded to them under a strict Hindu regime—a 
striking proof that Bréhmanism is not the unalterable stitute which 
some Europeans of note have represented it to be. Capt. C. supposes 
he has discovered many traces of the aboriginal Khas ia the Nor-west. 





KHAS LANGUAGE. 


Arrow, oo eeeeeee. KAnd, Leaf, .. occ ce ceee Pat, H. 
Bird,.. eevee Ceres Chara, *H. Light, es ceo veenece JOti, Ss. 
Blood, ....c.00+. Rakat, S. Lightning,........ Bajar, S. 
Boat,.. oo esse cece Dingé, Man,.. ecco eersece Manis, Légnya, 
Brass, eeoone0002 8080 Pital, H. Milk,.... eeeeeae oe Dado, 

Brick, .......--- Inth, H. Moon, ....++ee+- Chénd, Jan, 


Brother, ....+- «+ Daja, elder, B. Mother,.......... Amma, 


Buffalo,.. eoeeeeeoe Bhainsa, H. Mountuain,.. «20 oe Danda, 

Camel, e080 ee cece Unth, H. Mouth, eceocscecce Miakh, H. 

Cat, ceientee wee ee Birélé, Name, ec ee ee 08 80 Naon, H. 

Cloud, seo sterece Mégh, S. Night, ecaeeeeoe oe Ratt, H. 

Copper, .ceccecceee També, H. Nose,.. eeece 28 08 of Naka, H. 

Cotton, .cccceccce Kapés, H. Oil, eceececececce Tél, H. 

Cow, ooee evoreeee Gai, H. Rain,.. eeoe eo ee ce Barkha, S. 

Daughter, .. 0. cece Chéri River, eenveveteve Khdla, 

Day, @ceecces ene Din, H. Road, oe 60°80. 00 o:9 Baté, 

Dog, o- eee. ecceces Kikar, Salt, eceoesece sees Nin, H,. 
(6s wares ee ecient Maly H. Sheep, .......... Bhéra, H. 

Earth, .......0-.- Prithivi, Mati,S. H. Shoe,............ Panai, 

Elephant, .. eovece Hathi, H. Silver, ©0008 eo @- oe Chandi, H. 

Eye, e008 ce oe 08 OO Ankha H. Sister, ee eecece teoee Bahini, Didai, 

Father, .... ecosnee Bab, Sky, eecceeorts see Sarg, S. 

Fire, eceeeeeeeces Agé, H. Son, eeecesece cece Charé, 

Fish, ec enceeseece Macbha, H. Snake, oeeecccece S4p, S. Hl. 

Flower, eeveeeeeee al, H. Snow,.. ocee o e722 Hyia, S. H. 

Foot, .. ecoveee- ee orf, H. Star, eeeoseeeeee ce Taré, H. 

Fort, .oeeseseee se Gah, H. Stone, .......... Dhanga, 

Fruit, ....ecee+e Phal, Sun, ...cceeeceee Suraj, H. 

Goat,....ecceeee- BOkA, (mas.) Thunder, ........ Garan garan, 

Gold,.. cc ccccoccs un, H. Tiger, eee ce rece Bag, H. 

Grass, ...0c00ee- Ghis, H. Tooth, .......... Dant, H. 

Hair,...ccccceses Ran, Town, ...ceee-.- Sahar, Pers. 

Hand, eooesece cece Hath, H. Tree,.. eeceeestese Rakh, 

Head, ......e2-. Lau, Tou, Tou ko, Tribe, .......... Thar, 

Honey, ....e.22+. Moho, Village,......0..+. Gaon, H. 

Horse, OC cece cese Ghora, H. Water, oe @eeccce Pani, H. 

House, ......e0ee. Ghar, Ih. Wile. cicciecsess, JO, 

Husband, ........ Pdi, Wind, .......... Batas, H. 

Iron, eo ccsecceees Phalim, Woman, ........ Swasni, 

King,.... ee veoece Rajah, H Wood, eecvcesecce Kath, S. 

Lead)... cccsevcses SISA, H. Wool, .......... Raon, 


* Nots.—H. postfixed indicates a Hindi or Urdu origin, S, a Sanscrit onc. 
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North, eee cecece Uttar, 


South, ee cece es ce Dakhin, 


S. H. 


Weat, @e0e8 e808 ee oe Paschim, 


e000 00000008 
en ececovecce 
eeeeeereeene 
4. eeevceovcece 
e008 00 60 00 08 
000000 08 ee 00 
OC oeeveeccsce 


1000... cece ce cece Hajér, 


400006 08 68 Ge 


wi, s. 


Tin, 
Chfr, 
Chah, 


eocee Co ce Ath, 
9. @ee2e8000 0886 te Nou, 
Das, 
af 
9 


Bis, 


@6060080060808 68 Pachés, 


Pers. 


Pahila, 
ee oecesevece Dasra, 
ececeocece 0008 TYsra, 


Ath. @e0e00e@280 06008 68 Choatha, J 
Oth. .. cece ccecee Dasén, 

After, oe oo ecctece Pachi, H. 
Bad, ecocctecece se Naniko, Ghin lagdo, 


OF, wvcece cvece 


hi, 
Beneath, eo vecece Tala, Muni, 


Broad, ocep ceccee Choura, H. 
Cold,.. evece eoce5e Chisé, 
Crooked, ence cece Bangé, 


G 9 ee@ee 02000 68 


Heavy, eccccccece 


akyo, 
Niko, 


Hard, sccoccccee Bats 
th, ’ 


High, eeccce cece Algo, 
Hot, CoOcceecve cee Tato, 
Large, Ot ceo eoneece Thild, 
Light, eeeneccesee Halaing, 


Long,.. eeee coenece 
CW, cocccccoce ee 
Now, ee eeee0e82 6086 


Old d, e008 ee ee 08 00 


Naya, 
Ailé, 
Pirdn, 


H. 
H. 


H. 


oO, 


Quick, 0... cee ones 


Raw, .. evecccecece 
Ripe,.. eeorecce cece 
Rough, eeccccccece 


Pakéd, 
Khasro, 


H. 


Round, ..ccccee « Dallo, 


Slow,.. @0e200e06¢0 e840 eee 


Small, @o ce Ce sece 


H. 


Smooth, ..0+cece Masino,t Chillo, 


Soft, ee¢epeees esse 


* Pluralizing 
¢ Corruption 


Kawala, 


Square, 00 00 00 Ge te Char pétya, 
Straight, e008 Cece Sojé, 


Sweet, ecco eccce ce Mith6, 


There, waseeene we 
M66, 


Thick, Cece cvcecce 

Thin,.. eeee coccece Dablé, 

Wet, eocccecececes Bhfjyo, Chisd, 
EMy cocccvecoe Jailé, 

Red, ce oecsvecoce Réato, 

Yellow, 0. cccaccee Pahelo, 

ao e6ee C6 ee Nild, 

POET, ce vcee cece Haryo, 
Black, eo ceo coce Kalé, 
White, @e¢e0e08 08 200 Shétd, 

Right, ecceeeccce Dainé, 

Left, oc ccccccee eo Dévré 

I, ee eeoecececcce Man, 

Of me, eavecercce Méré, 

To me, .ocecsccce Ma lal, 

Me, eoceee ee sece Ma lai, 

By ME, cosecscoee Mai lé, 

We, Conese eeccce Hanmi héré, 

Of us, eocesecece Hani hérii ko, 

To US, coccccccce Hami* héré lai, 

Us, co cccvccccee Mami lai, 

By us, cocccccces H&mi* lé, 

Thou, ee ercosece Ton Tan, 

Of thee, ee eecvececs Térd, 

To thee, cece cecce Ton Iai, 
peeaeccececsoe Ton lai, 

By thee, ere 1é, 

Ye, @ee2ee208800006 Timi, herd, 

Of you, ce eeee ecee Timi héri ko, 

To you,..scccocee Limi héra lai, 

You, ee 20 08 ee ceee Timi héré lai, 

By JOU. ce cc cvecce Timi héri K, 


Cy e2ee '8 08 oe 0@ , 
Of him,.. oo 0000 ee Uek6, 
Uslai, 


To him 

IM yok bereearceee 
By hime. coccccce Uslé, 
They,.. eee ecccee Uni herd, 
Those, eeocesn voce Tini hérii, 
Of them, cece vece Uni héri ko, 
To them, ee ceccece Uni héra lai, 
Them, ...ccoocee Uni héra lai, 
By them, coecccoe Uni héra lé, 
Jan, J6, 
Jas ko, 


Osececcece cece 
Of whom, ecceccece 
To whom, .coees.e Jas lai, 
By WhOM, oo ccccce Jas lé, 
What, ee cecerces J 
Of what, evceccce Jyk ko, 
To what, .....e0. Jya lai, 
By what, secscves Jya 16, 


sign hérG omiseible. 
Mahin. 
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This; 26 6sss ceesws X6, H. To Hear,.... 000s. Sunna, 
Of this,... nea 9» Kat, co csccceee KMhANH, 
To Gpecatessees oo », Carry away, .,.. Léjané, 


By this erent ” 9090 0000 06 oe , 


That,....6 eoccee LY ” Cook,..o2eeseee Pakount, 
To speak, sccccces Kite para, ry) Open, .. .. a0. Ughéend, 
ry) Bring, eececrtecce »» Wi 9 coceeseedOkhnh, 

9 ? oc peccccee Marna, ” Bin 9 eceecece Dandhnii, 
” See, pe rvecccece Hérna, 99 Cut, eopnee oo oe Rating, 

Ty) 9 ee ecee ee 9? Tear, .. sessed es Chyétnd, 
Ty} Sit, ccescccces DOSNK, ne eoccccce naoe 


9 Give, .... ervecce Din4, 
9? pos cccccccees HOont, *; Blow,. eee" phdkné, 
99 Fall, e000 ce ee ce a, 


td Come, cccceess AUNh, 
»» Make, | CC eocdecr . Banount, 


” sis Sees sesceed 9 


v9 Stand, cccccces Ubhini, 9? Clean, ovcccces MAjhDE, 


zB 


= 


ee OR RRR me 


fr bry eat ay ett 


